
CAPE TOWN

22-27 NOVEMBER 2022

Cape Town will be the canvas for 
expressions, dialogue and debate 
during the See Festival which 
includes a full-day conference, tours, 
installations, performances, and music 
at various sites across the city.
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The See Festival is produced by The City. The intention is to bring together 
institutions, activists, artists, designers, and other creatives to exchange ideas, debate 
and develop methodologies to bring about representational equity in the public 
life of cities shadowed by colonialism and apartheid. There will be 22 local expert 
presenters and 10 studio participants from Africa and the Netherlands, exploring five 
major themes and manifesting them across the city. 

“The See Festival will generate rigorous debate, and fresh discoveries. It holds the 
potential to kickstart long-lasting impact and relationships,” says Zahira Asmal, 
director of The City. 

The See Festival will interest and inspire archaeologists, architects, art curators, 
artists, community leaders, cultural practitioners, digital designers, economists, 
film makers, graphic designers, museum curators, media practitioners, musicians, 
performance artists, poets, social entrepreneurs, social geographers, theatre 
producers, urban designers, and academics. And the ‘general public’, the people who 
form the city, who use the streets, gather at public spaces, and want the city to be 
made in their image. For more information visit www.iseeyou.capetown

SEE SUPPORTERS 
Dutch Culture
Creative Industries Fund NL

SEE PARTNERS
Het Nieuwe Instituut
Research Center for Material Culture

www.thecityagency.co.za
office@thecityagency.co.za

Follow The City
@thecityagency
#seebythecity

See Festival

https://dutchculture.nl/en
https://www.stimuleringsfonds.nl/
https://hetnieuweinstituut.nl/
https://www.materialculture.nl/en
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TUESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2022

A full-day conference hosted by  
The City, with discussions led by a range 
of experts. They represent fields as 
diverse as botany and museology,  
film-making and anthropology.  
This event is open to the public.

Venue: Cultivate, C3 Salt Orchard, 45 Yew 
Street, Salt River. 

08:30  
Arrival & Welcome,  
Zahira Asmal – Director, The City

09:00  
The Wreck of the São José Paquete 
d’África, Unlocking Hidden Histories: 
Archaeology as Protagonist, Jaco 
Boshoff – Curator Scientist,  
Iziko Museums

The wrecking of the São José Paquete 
d’África on the Cape coast in December 
1794 was not seen as different from any 
other shipwreck at the time. History 
only recorded the basic details of the 
incident, relegating it to no more than a 
footnote. In the 1980’s treasure hunters 
misidentified the wreck, further burying 
the narrative. This changed with the 
identification of the wreck as the São 
José Paquete d’África by the Slave 
Wrecks Project in 2012. The story of this 
shipwreck has inspired a plethora of 
responses from media, artists, museum 
exhibitions as well as public interest 
groups. Jaco’s talk will highlight some 
of the reactions to the unveiling of 
the wreck’s identity and juxtapose it 
against the background of the ongoing 
archaeological research

09:30  
Visualising migrations in Cape Town: 
The Story of three ships through  
‘time’, ‘space’ and ‘memory’,  
Meghna Singh – Visual Artist 

Focusing on the theme of contemporary 
and historical migrations at Cape Town 
through research conducted on three 
ships between 2013 and 2018, Meghna 
will present a body of work that renders 
visible and unravels capitalist imaginaries 
in this port city. The work interrogates 
the hidden process of globalisation; the 
invisibility of the workings of the port; 
the invisibility of the workers; their stories 
and their connection to the movement of 
capital and renders them visible through 
the immersive audio visual creations.

10:30  
Uncover,  
Kamyar Bineshtarigh – Artist 

Kamyar will share the process behind 
his latest exhibition at The Norval 
Foundation. This body of work starts 
with his studio wall in Salt River, in a 
previously abandoned clothing factory. 
Two years of working accumulated 
a mass of marks and textures, which 
seeped onto the studio wall as an 
unintended tracing of creating other 
pieces. The studio wall is a site for 
experimentation and record, as people 
who visit the studio leave their mark on 
it. The works become an accumulation 
of time passing through the visual layers 
seen on its surface. Uncover is a body 
of work that pivots around memory, 
layering and place. Thinking through 
the questions of location, while working 
in the former clothing factory, his work 
arises out of reflection and intuitive 
mark-making, while engaging with 
notions of history and presence.

11:00  
Kaaps, Creolisation & Double 
Consciousness: Language &  
Meaning-making Under the 
Classification of Coloured

Jamaican-British sociologist Stuart Hall 
famously said identity is an unfinished 
conversation. In this panel the three 
speakers Dylan Valley (director of an 
Afrikaaps documentary), Prof Adam 
Haupt (University of Cape Town) and 
Shaquille  Southgate (Heal The Hood)  
will reflect on language, politics and 
culture in Cape Town and how this 
relates to “coloured” identity today.
 
12:15   
Lunch 

13:15  
Unfinished Business, Reflections on 
the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, 
Zahira Asmal – Director, The City 

The South African Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was 
set up by South Africa’s Government 
of National Unity to investigate, gather 
evidence and help address gross human 
rights violations that took place under 
apartheid from 1960 to 1994. Violations 
included abductions, torture and killings. 
While intended to heal and promote 
reconciliation, the court-like hearings 
were also controversial as the TRC had 
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the power to grant amnesty to those who 
undertook to confess their crimes in full. 
The TRC held more than 2500 amnesty 
hearings and granted 1500.  
The authorities were slow to implement, 
or did not implement,  many of the TRC’s 
recommendations. It appears that the 
architects of apartheid and perpetrators 
escaped accountability. Zahira reflects on 
the TRC, and the societal impact when 
justice is not served.

15:00  
Reimagining Sustainable &  
Inclusive Urban Futures

Convened by Prof. Steven Robins,  
this panel will focus on the roles of 
activist and community-based responses 
to interventions in the socio-spatial 
and cultural landscapes of Cape Town. 
It will discuss how these responses 
can contribute towards deepening 
democratic participation and creating 
more inclusive urban futures.  
The specific sites, which include  
Philippi Horticultural Area, Maiden’s Cove, 
Tafelberg, Bo-Kaap, the Two Rivers Urban 
Park and Princess Vlei, raise troubling 
questions about spatial injustice as  
well as the suppressed histories and 
cultural heritage of indigenous, enslaved, 
and marginalised populations.  
Panelists will discuss the issues of  
their particular sites and suggest 
possibilities for creating shared visions  
of a more sustainable and inclusive  
urban landscape. 

Panelists:  
Nazeer Sonday, Tauriq Jenkins, Gary 
Stewart, Denisha Anand, Jonty Cogger 
and Jacky Ponting

17:00  
Closing drinks

WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2022

The full-day city tour is for See Studio 
participants only. 

08:30  
Table Mountain,  
Reading the City with Khalied Jacobs

Landscape, which includes the built 
environment, is a construct. It reflects 
the cultural production of its makers over 
time and when seen through the lens 
of it being an archive of our collective 
action, can be read as a series of symbols 

that are tangible and enduring. Although 
it has ascribed meaning that fluctuates, 
the syntax of landscapes, therefore, is the 
physical manifestation of a set of power 
relations. While looking over the city 
from an elevated vantage point along the 
slopes of Table Mountain, we will explore 
concepts of wilderness, glacis and 
semiotics through reading what we see.

10:30  
District Six, No Matter where we are we 
are here with Mandy Sanger 

Mandy leads a tour through the 
demolished and rebuilt areas of District 
Six. It speaks to a longing to return and 
a recognition that this act of redress is 
contested in a city where segregation is 
baked into its mentality. We will explore 
this by walking from the demolished 
site of Horstely Street, significant for the 
scapegoating and forced removals of 
‘natives’ in 1901 to Uitvlugt, to the heart 
of the New District Six where ideas about 
who belongs in the city are reflected in 
conflicts over seemingly banal matters of 
the everyday.

12:00  
Kirstenbosch Gardens,  
Whose Garden is it Anyway  
with Rupert Koopman

A visit to South Africa’s first national 
botanical garden with a 20 year veteran 
of the space, this session will introduce 
participants to the incredible floral 
wealth of the Cape – especially fynbos. 
We’ll look at the plant clues of precolonial 
landscapes which still persist in the 
city and in places like Kirstenbosch. 
Simultaneously, Kirstenbosch could be 
seen as a fore-runner in decolonisation 
of its collection (only South Africa 
plants, extremely unusual at the time 
for botanical gardens) while still being 
arranged in a more Eurocentric parkland 
way. In short, like our natural systems, it 
is rich… and complicated. 

13:45  
Resistance through Storytelling:  
A conversation about Riebeek’s Hedge 
with Judith Westerveld &  
Andrew Jacobs

A hedge of indigenous Wild Almond 
trees was planted in 1659 by Jan van 
Riebeeck, the Dutch Commander of the 
Cape, South Africa from 1652 to 1662. 
Together with a 16 km construction 
of wooden fences and watchtowers it 
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formed the 25km long eastern boundary 
of the Dutch colonial settlement. To this 
day surviving remnants of the hedge 
grow in what is now Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Garden. The official historical 
narrative presented is that it “served as a 
defensive barrier that was to prevent the 
original inhabitants, the Khoikhoi and 
San people, from raiding the colonist’s 
cattle”. In resistance to this perspective, 
it is also seen as the first Apartheid 
structure. Andrew Jacobs, former tour 
guide at Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden, 
and visual artist Judith Westerveld, 
will share their perspectives on van 
Riebeeck’s Hedge in a dialogue that 
questions the official historical narrative 
and reflects on the lineage and lasting 
impact of this structure of segregation in 
present day South Africa.

15:00  
Prestwich Memorial,  
Looking Away with Zahira Asmal

Since 1993, the human remains of over  
3 000 people have been discovered 
in and around Green Point and the 
Waterfront.  During construction 
alongside Prestwich Street, In May 2003, 
human remains were discovered. There 
was mass opposition by various groups, 
including community and religious 
leaders, Khoi and San representatives, 
heritage sector NGOs and academics, 
to the exhumations of the human 
remains, and on 12 January 2004, the 
Prestwich Place Project Committee 
(PPPC) lodged an appeal to the Minister 
of Arts & Culture. The developer and 
the City of Cape Town proceeded with 
the exhumation of the remains. On 
22 July the Minister of Arts & Culture 
dismissed the appeal to make way for 
the development of apartment and 
office blocks, restaurants, bars, and 
cafés. Currently, the human remains are 
placed in cardboard boxes and housed 
in an ossuary at Prestwich Memorial. 
For the black people of Cape Town 
the exhumation of human remains at 
Prestwich stands in a long line of forced 
removals across the centuries, from 
colonialism to apartheid to the present 
day. Zahira leads a tour of the sites of 
discovery, “development” and unrest. 

THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2022 
This event is by invitation only
18:00  
The Athletic Club & Social 

Athletic Club & Social owner Athos 
Euripidou will lead See Studio participants 
on a tour of his venue.  

Athos arrived in Cape Town from Durban 
with a plan to create a space that 
promotes inclusivity. The triple-storey 
restaurant-meets-watering-hole,  
The Athletic Club & Social, is open to  
all who love good food, cocktails, live 
music and sports. Drawing inspiration 
from its roots as a speakeasy-style bar 
for athletes of all people during the 
apartheid era, Euripidou took to the 
city’s archives in search of old pictures 
of African sports teams. Coming up 
short, he sent a sports journalist into 
the townships, knocking from door to 
door, to unearth never-before-published 
photographs of African athletes, 
newspaper clippings, and old trophies 
dating as far back as 1932, to create a 
homage to the untold stories of our 
unsung heroes.

The tour will be followed by a wine 
tasting by one of South Africa’s  
most promising young winemakers, 
Rüdger van Wyk. His Stark-Condé  
and Kara-Tara wines continue to shine 
on the global stage as some of the most 
exciting to come out of South Africa. 
Rüdger is recipient of the prestigious 
Diner’s Club Young Winemaker of the 
Year award in 2018.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  
26 & 27 NOVEMBER 2022 

Taking the themes of the See Studio, 
ten handpicked participants will present 
work over this weekend in the form of 
performance, installations, seminars, 
walks and talks. These presentations 
will be free of charge and open to the 
public. Read more on the See Studio on 
the See Project website and follow the 
programme and updates on social media 
- Facebook and Instagram  
@thecityagency

https://iseeyou.capetown/
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SATURDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 2022

18:00  
Cultivating Futures with Zahira Asmal

Cultivate is an inclusive wine initiative 
established by Zahira Asmal in 2020 
made up of the Cultivate Collective and 
Cultivate Company.  
Membership is drawn from across the 
South African industry: winemakers, 
producers, analysts, sommeliers 
and wine consultants in export, 
marketing, tourism and innovation. 
Cultivate promotes and amplifies the 
participation of black talent in one of 
South Africa’s flagship enterprises. 
Wine represents an opportunity for all 
South Africans to contribute, develop, 
and celebrate. Cultivate has both an 
online and in-person marketplace. In 
addition, the Collective offers workshops, 
masterclasses, conversations with 
industry experts, and mentoring to 
encourage young people who are 
passionate about the future of wine.

18:30:  
Food & Wine:  
Discovery through terroir and taste 

Sommelier, Spencer Fondaumier and 
chef Jocelyn Myers Adams engage with 
the themes of the See Festival that deal 
with rituals, memory, belonging, nature 
and hybridity in Cape Town, and created 
an immersive and sensory experience of 
shared food and wine. This delectable 
experience is open to the public and 
includes multiple courses, and wine 
made by Cultivate members.

Venue: Cultivate, C3 Salt Orchard,  
45 Yew Street, Salt River 
Time: 18:00
Cost: R650 per person. 
Tickets are available on Quicket
Find out more on Cultivate

https://qkt.io/6AntNE
https://cultivatecollective.co.za/
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22 NOVEMBER 2022: CONFERENCE

ZAHIRA ASMAL
Zahira Asmal is an urbanist, entrepreneur, and director of The City, a research, 
publishing, and place-making agency she founded in 2010. Zahira’s work addresses 
inequality in South Africa, and she has published three books that examine the 
socioeconomic, political, and cultural environments shaping the country’s big cities. 
Her project See brings together cities, institutions, activists, artists, designers, and 
other creatives to exchange ideas, debate and develop methodologies to bring about 
representational equity in the public life of cities. Zahira is the founder of Cultivate 
and founding director of the Designing For All non-profit company.  
She is currently serving on the board of advisors for the International Archive of 
Women in Architecture.  

JACO BOSHOFF 
Jaco Boshoff has a Master’s degree in Archaeology and a postgraduate diploma in 
Museology. He has been employed as Curator Scientist at Iziko Museums of South 
Africa since 1991 and oversees the Maritime Archaeology and Historical Archaeology 
collections. His main project is the Slave Wrecks project, of which he is a co-
originator. As part of this international project, he is the co-principal investigator on 
the wreck of the Portuguese slaver Saõ Jose that was wrecked at Clifton, South Africa, 
in December 1794.

MEGHNA SINGH
Meghna Singh is a visual artist and a researcher with a PhD in visual anthropology 
from the University of Cape Town. Working with mediums of video installation and 
XR (extended reality), she creates immersive environments highlighting issues of 
‘humanism’. Her focus is on the theme of critical mobilities, migration and oceanic 
crossings. She recently completed a post-doctorate focused on the work of arts and 
activists in South Africa.

KAMYAR BINESHTARIGH 
Kamyar Bineshtarigh was born in 1996 in Semnan, Iran and lives and works in Cape 
Town. He was awarded the Simon Gerson Prize in 2021 for an outstanding body of 
work for his graduate exhibition at the Michaelis School of Fine Art, UCT. This year 
he took part in a number of art fairs and group shows, including a commissioned 
site-specific piece for the Good Neighbours Open Laboratory at the Nirox Sculpture 
Park. He was also invited to hold a solo exhibition at The Norval Foundation as the 
inaugural Bowman’s Young Artist’s Commissioned Exhibition. 

DYLAN VALLEY
Dylan Valley is an award-winning documentary filmmaker and educator who views 
film as a liberatory tool. He is currently a lecturer at the Centre for Film and Media 
Studies at the University of Cape Town, and a PhD student in media studies at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.  In January 2020, his virtual reality 
documentary Azibuye - The Occupation premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. 
Dylan has directed various documentaries for South African and international 
television, namely the award-winning Afrikaaps (2010), The Uprising of Hangberg 
(2010), Jumu’a (2011) and Incarcerated Knowledge (2013). 

ADAM HAUPT  
Adam Haupt is Professor of Media Studies in the Centre for Film & Media Studies 
at UCT. Adam is the author of Static: Race and Representation in Post-Apartheid 
Music, Media and Film and Stealing Empire: P2P, Intellectual Property and Hip-Hop 
Subversion. He is co-editor of Neva Again: Hip-Hop Art, Activism and Education in 
Post-apartheid South Africa with Quentin Williams (UWC), Emile Jansen (Heal the 
Hood) and H. Samy Alim (UCLA). 

See Festival  
Host & Expert Presenters
In order of participation in the See Festival programme 
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SHAQUILLE SOUTHGATE 
Shaquille Southgate is Coordinator and Event Manager at Heal the Hood Project. 
The project’s mission is to create a sustainable network of youth artists nationally 
and internationally, through which new jobs and skills are created, and arts products 
and arts-related information can be distributed. Its vision is to provide holistic youth 
activities and information that address community issues and create a sense of self-
worth to help youth become active participants in a democratic society.

STEVEN ROBINS
Steven Robins is a Professor in the Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology 
at the University of Stellenbosch. He has published on a wide range of topics 
including the politics of land, housing and water and sanitation infrastructure; issues 
of memory and identity and the Truth & Reconciliation Commission (TRC); and 
questions of citizenship and governance after apartheid. 

NAZEER SONDAY
Nazeer Sonday is a regenerative farmer, entrepreneur, social and environmental 
justice activist and chairman of the Philippi Horticultural Area (PHA) Food & Farming 
Campaign. This is a community-based organisation that works to protect the 3000ha 
PHA and the Cape Flats Aquifer – the city’s food and water supply. Nazeer farms at 
Vegkop Polyculture Farm, a learning, training, and knowledge production hub. It is 
co-managed by farmworkers upskilling to become farmers.

DENISHA ANAND
Denisha Anand is a researcher and intersectional environmentalist employed as a 
biodiversity project manager of a 109ha wetland system in Cape Town. A progressive 
environmental educator and advocate for the restoration and rehabilitation of 
neglected biodiversity areas, she is completing a Master’s in Anthropology in 
Multispecies Ethnography with a focus on intergenerational plant-human practice 
and intimacies, at the University of the Western Cape.

TAURIQ JENKINS 
Tauriq Jenkins is an accredited Section 11 monitor for the South African Human 
Rights Commission. As chair and founding member of the AIXARRA Restorative 
Justice Forum, based at the Centre for African Studies at the University of Cape Town, 
he also convenes commissions on sacred human remains, and land. He is the High 
Commissioner of the Goringhaicona Khoi Khoin Traditional Indigenous Council and is 
involved in various civic, heritage and environmental structures. 

GARY STEWART
Gary cares about inclusive public open spaces. He has served on the boards of 
Maiden’s Cove for All and Seafront For All, to protect Atlantic Seaboard spaces from 
commercial development. He is currently Chairperson of the Princess Vlei Forum, 
seeking to reimagine Princess Vlei, a local wetland.

JONTY COGGER
Jonty Cogger is an attorney at Ndifuna Ukwazi Law Centre, an activist organisation 
in Cape Town, where he specialises in constitutional property law and human rights 
litigation. He is part of a dynamic interdisciplinary team that has over the last five 
years sought to expand and protect access to affordable housing as a means to 
redress spatial apartheid.

JACKY POKING
Jacky is a human rights defender, a heritage activist and community organiser. 
She has worked as a volunteer on various campaigns in the Bo-Kaap dealing with 
heritage, tradition and culture, She is the founder of the Bailey Family foundation 
that aims to empower communities to take their rightful place in South Africa’s 
democracy through knowledge and skills.
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23 NOVEMBER 2022: CITY TOUR

KHALIED JACOBS
Khalied Jacobs is an urbanist with a deep interest in contemporary city-making. 
Khalied holds a Directorship at Jakupa Architects and Urban Designers and the non-
profit company Designing for All. He has acted as Secretary General for the South 
African Black Technical and Allied Careers Organisation, chairman of the Urban 
Design Institute of South Africa and chairman of the Western Cape chapter of the 
South African Property Owners Association. 

MANDY SANGER
Mandy Sanger is head of education at the District Six Museum with a focus on youth 
and community participation in the life of the Museum through intergenerational, 
creative and educational encounters. In partnership with a number of community-
based organisations, she facilitates learning journeys that build resilience and 
solidarity across barriers of race, gender, age, geography, ability, power and privilege 
– where possible. 

RUPERT KOOPMAN
Rupert Koopman is an award-winning South African botanist and conservation 
consultant. His interests are the documenting and preservation of the country’s 
unique flora. A feature of his work is meshing conservation, communication and 
accessibility in order to consider possibilities around a more welcoming model of 
plant conservation. 

JUDITH WESTERVELD
Judith Westerveld studied Fine Art at the Gerrit Rietveld Academie, followed by a 
Master’s in Artistic Research at the University of Amsterdam. In her films, audio-visual 
installations, photocollages and performance-based work, she researches the relation 
between the archive, the voice and the narrative, probing who is heard and seen, 
remembered, and historicised in a postcolonial world. 

ANDREW JACOBS
Andrew Jacobs worked at Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden from 1976 till 2021, building 
an extensive knowledge of its plants and trees. He was instrumental in developing 
the three main fynbos flora sections, the Protea, Erica and Restios. From the 1980s he 
worked as a communications officer and tour guide, making the garden come alive 
with his stories during his guided tours. 

24 NOVEMBER 2022: WINE & JAZZ

ATHOS EURIPIDOU
Athletic Club & Social owner Athos Euripidou arrived in Cape Town from Durban with 
a plan to create a space that promotes inclusivity. The triple-storey restaurant-meets-
watering-hole, The Athletic Club & Social, is open to all who love good food, cocktails, 
live music and sports. This venue is a homage to the untold stories of our unsung 
sporting heroes.

RÜDGER VAN WYK
Rüdger is one of South Africa’s most promising young winemakers who was awarded 
the prestigious Diner’s Club Young Winemaker of the Year award in 2018. His Stark-
Condé and Kara-Tara wines continue to shine on the global stage as some of the 
most exciting to come out of South Africa.
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26 NOVEMBER 2022: FOOD & WINE EXPERIENCE

JOCELYN MYERS-ADAMS
Jocelyn is a well-travelled, highly experienced chef and qualified sommelier. 
She started her journey at Stratford Chefs School, which has set the standard of 
excellence for culinary training in Canada. She currently runs a hospitality consulting 
and private cheffing business, is a partner in Food Jams, and is chairperson of the 
South African Chefs Association for the Western Cape, where she continues to push 
boundaries. Chef Jocelyn is passionate about good food and wine - and is prepared to 
go to great lengths to source fresh, natural products to incorporate in her cuisine.

SPENCER FONDAUMIERE
Spencer is the president of the South African Sommeliers Association, a certified 
wine judge, and also a qualified chef. He began his journey in wine when he moved 
to South Africa in 2013 and is now an Association de la Sommellerie Internationale 
(ASI) certified sommelier. He is the co-founder of Wine yard East Africa, distributors 
of fine wines and spirits in Rwanda and Kenya and co-founder of Slow Gold global 
distributors of exclusive, curated, family-owned brands.

26 & 27 NOVEMBER 2022: SEE STUDIO PARTICIPANTS

UZAIR BEN EBRAHIM
Cape Town-based Uzair Ben Ebrahim is an educator, linguist, facilitator, social justice 
advocate, decolonialist, performance poet and writer. Uzair has been exploring their 
fascination with language and identity for the last decade and a half. Having studied 
both Arabic and Hebrew, they are interested in how language constructs identity and 
informs the ideas of belonging. 

JUDITH WESTERVELD 
Judith Westerveld studied Fine Art at the Gerrit Rietveld Academie, followed by a 
Master’s in Artistic Research at the University of Amsterdam. In her films, audio-visual 
installations, photocollages and performance-based work, she researches the relation 
between the archive, the voice and the narrative, probing who is heard and seen, 
remembered, and historicised in a postcolonial world. 

AFEEFA OMAR 
Afeefa Omar, an East African poet and spoken word artist living in Cape Town, is 
currently pursuing a BA degree in psychology at the University of the Western Cape. 
Much of her writing is born from navigating physical and metaphorical borders 
between people, through exploring themes such as emotional censorship and ideas 
surrounding belonging, otherness and identity. 

ZAMINDLELA SOLWAZI MKHWANAZI
Zamindlela is a housing practitioner, cultural enthusiast, social entrepreneur, artisan 
tea maker, and community builder who pursued a three-year Bachelor of Social 
Science and Human Settlements at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Zamindlela is 
employed by the Housing Development Agency in Cape Town, providing extensive 
technical support in land and property identification and acquisition. 
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KAWTHAR JEEWA 
Kawthar is an architect, a feminist, and an ecological activist. Her Master’s thesis in 
Architecture focused on creating activist spaces on a social level and accountability 
on industrial levels, with a concentration on regenerating ecology by countering 
waste production. An islander from Mauritius, Kawthar is acutely aware of the 
sacredness of nature and the repercussions of colonialism and climatic changes in 
social spaces. Kawthar is currently a PhD candidate at Nelson Mandela University. 

SARA FRIKECH
Sara Frikech is an architect and a doctoral fellow in the Institute of Landscape 
and Urban Studies (LUS) at ETH Zurich. Her dissertation focuses on hydraulic 
infrastructures implemented in the region of Meknès, Morocco during the  
French protectorate. Sara’s research-based art projects, which comprise sculpture, 
objects and print, stem from a deep interest in understanding the many layers of  
our hybrid realities. 

NANCY JOUWE 
Nancy is a cultural historian, lecturer, researcher, public speaker and writer. She 
teaches courses on gender, race, sexuality, and visual and popular culture and is a 
fellow (2022-25) at the University of the Arts, Utrecht. She was the project leader of 
public history project Mapping Slavery, which maps the Dutch history of slavery in 
The Netherlands and its former colonies. Nancy has co-edited several publications on 
the Dutch history of slavery and colonial afterlives. 

JANINE OVERMEYER
Janine Overmeyer, co-founder of Blaq Pearl Foundation, holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology and Linguistics from the University of the Western Cape. She began 
writing poetry and songs at the age of twelve, with her musical genre being a fusion 
of Afro, soul, hip hop, jazz and R&B. She is proudly vocal about social issues and is 
actively involved in programmes for youth development. 

JORDAN PIETERS
Jordan Pieters is active in social justice in Cape Town. Her work deals predominantly 
with youth development and she is the founder of the organisation We’ll Do 
It Ourselves (WDIO), which proposes that young people take up the mantle of 
embarking on change-making in their communities. As resources and tools for 
sustainable development are often inaccessible, WDIO aims to close this gap. 

MITCHELL ESAJAS
Mitchell Esajas, a Dutch anthropologist, is co-founder of New Urban Collective, a 
network for students and young professionals from diverse backgrounds with a 
focus on the Surinamese, Caribbean, and African diaspora.  In 2016 he co-founded 
The Black Archives in Amsterdam, a cultural centre based on a collection of books, 
documents and artefacts documenting the histories of Surinamese and Black people 
in the Dutch context. 




